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1. Name
historic Indianapotis News Building

and,or common Goodman Jewe'lers Bui I di ng

2. Location
street & number 30 l^l. l^lashington Street N/A nor for publication

city, town Indi anapol i s N/A vicinity or

Indi ana 0tB
code county Ma ri on . 097

cooe3. Glassification
_ district _ public

^ building(s) 4_ private

Category Ownership Status
f,- occupied
_ unoccupied

Present Use
_ agriculture
X commercial

-- educational
_ entertainment
-- government
' industrial

_ military

_ museum
_ park
_ privale resiclencs
.- religious
_ scientilic
.- lransportation
_ other:

- 
structure _ both _ work in progress_ site Public Acquisition

- 
objecl _ in process

Accessible
L- yesr restricted

--being 
considered yes: unrestricted

N/A 
- 

no

4. Owner of Pro rty
Goodmanname Jewe'lers, Inc.

street&number 30 l.l. Washington Street

city, town Indianapol i s N14- vicinity ol Indiana 46204state

5. Loeation of Le Description
c ou rt hou ss .es':ly_glgggq1erc. l4qr lg!=!q]{[ !y _Bgq g r! q tfr .'7zt--,|t,9i tv ia r rry FuiTd=in salr^^l 9 -.,-L^- ^nA 

Fgl"gl ! "y1lbgf 200 E. Wash i nglon St.- ' '' i

city, town indi anapol i s state Indiana 462Q:
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7. CIescri tion
Condillon
--, excellent
--JL gooo

- 
lair

Checl one
*- deterloraled ,-*... unallered
___ ruine X altercd

- 
unexposed

Chech ono
X original site
,--.- moved date

Dsscribe lhe presenl and original {if known} physical appearance

The Indianapolis News Buiiding (now the Goodman Jewelers Building) is a ten story brick
and terra cotta commercial structure on the north side of West Washington Street (Photo 3).
To the west is the Griffith Block (lAlZ). The Taylor Carpet Building (1897) abuts the
News Building to the east.

The south entrance facade is three bays wide and is facedwithwhite vitrified marb'leized
surface terra cotta, designed'in the Neo-Gothic sty'le by the Chicago architect, Jarvis
Hunt (.l859-'I941). The vertical composit'ion of the facade is divided into three parts--
base, shaft, and cornice.
The first and second floors of the base unit have been altered (19+g). fne origina] terra
cotia surface has been faced with polished granite pane'ls (Photos 4 and 5) which now serve
as the store's "Goodman Jewelers" signboard. The recessed first floor street level en-
trance is off-center to the west. Green marble veneering faces the walls of the djspiay
cases. The entrance door has a classical pediment. A second entrance to the east (a1so
altered) leads to the elevator foyer.
The third through tenth floors of the south facade are intact. The fenestrat'ion t's framed
by continuous vertical shafts of Neo-Gothic style co'lonettes. The l/1 wood sash plate
glass windows are separated at each f'loor level by molded, recessed spandrel panels. At
the tenth floor a corbeled terra cotta balcony projects slightlY from the plane of the
wall. The parapet is decorated with iozenges and pendants of Gothic origin. The window
l'intels at the tenth story are compressed Tudor-'like arches. The south facade is ter-
minated by a floral leaf cornice and crennelated roof parapet (Photo 6) detailed with
paterae and obeljsk-like finals (Photo 7).
The News Building is ten bays deep. The rear (north) and side (east and west,) facades
are faced with brick, with terra cotta quoins framing the southernmost bay. The first
floor windows along the west alleyway (Bird Street) have been bricked closed. The win-
dows of the upper floors are doubie-hung,'ll] wood sash with terra cotta sills. The
terra cotta cornice along the south entrance facade contjnues around the other three
sides of the bui'lding.
The interior of the News Building has been aitered from time to time to fit the needs
of the owners, but much of the origina'I, quarter-sawn oak woodwork, tile, and arch'itec-
tura'l hardware remain. The structure was constructed ef firepnoof skeleton steel with
terra cotta casings used for all structural members and floons, and fireproof wire-
glass wjndows were specified. The entire ground floor vvas occupied by The News as a

iounting room. The editorial departments occupied the upper levels. The building is
structural ly sound.



nificance
Pariod

prehistorlc
_ 1400-1499

1 500-1 599
1 600-1 699
1 700-1 799
1 800-1 899X leoo-

archeology-historic
agriculture

X architecture
art
commerce

X communicationsT
(Newspapers )

Areas ol Significancc-Check and justily below
archeology-prehisloric community planning

conservalion law
gconomics literalure
education military
engineering music
exploration settlemenl philosophy
industry
invention

landscape architecture religion
sclence
sculplure
social/
humanilarian
thealer

seegiric d1te1 1909-10

Statement ol Signilicance lin one

politics government transportation
. -. other (spe*ify)

BuilderArchitect Bedford Stone & COnstructjon Co,_;ButlQerT

Parasrapht Jarvis Hunt, Architect

The Indianapolis News Bui'lding at 30 l{est hlashington Street (l'lap I ) is significant in theareas of architecture' commerce, and communjcations/ngwspapeis. Architectura'lly, theNews Bui'lding-i: un. outstanding example of an ear'ly'r0!h ;;;i;;y commercial, highriseterra cotta office.building ln the Neo-Gothic sty1b. The architect was Jarvis Hunt(.|859-1941), of..chi.99g,-niphew of"the, distinguiihed New yori geaux-Arts architect,Richard Moffis Hunt {1827-1895). ,As. the .c'ityTq_tirst ev.ning [up.., the building;ifirst occupant, The News, has contributed si!nificantly io'ifi"-.bmmerce and communications/nev'tspapers aneas of the economic development of Indianipolis.
Architecture. Delavan Smith (186.l -1922), prominent Lake Forest, Illr'nois, and IndianapolisEuslnessn'lan and journalist, dna owner-oi ir.|. r,rews since .|906, 

chose Jarvis Hunt, ofchicago, as the archtltect to design the neyspaper's new office uuitoing io u.-.onstruct.edon the site of an earlier'1848 stiucture (Phbt;1). Jirvir iunt was born in 1859 .in vermont, the son of Leavitt Hunt, who was the brothei of New'ior[ nrcnitect Rr'chard l4orrisHunt. Jarvis was educated at Harvard and America's fiisi a.cnitecturai rC6ooi, M:I.T.In .l893 
he went to Ch:cago to supervise the construction of the Vennont State liuild.ingfor the }Jorid't 9?lumbian Expositjon, and subsequently-esiaoiiinea a prominent-arctritec-tural practice which includeil such national comniissiois ir-if'e-runsas Crlty union Terminal ,the Newark, New Jersey, City Museum,. and the Great Lakes tUava1 Training'ii.iion at gakBluffs, Illinois

In .l903 or 1904 Delavan Smith moved the offices of The News to the Griffith B'lock next
9o9t.. In.July-and August of I909 the l84B structure at 30-32 west washington'ias demol-ished, and in September,'1909, construction was-?ggrn on Huni,i-O..lgn (pfi;i; r). The$edford stone and construction company, whose orfiies we""-ii gl+ rri.tion i..rina'1, waschosen as general contractor. grown-ketcham Iron works, at zs4g |.lest hjashington street,was awarded the steel contract. Described in TIp_lndlanqpqlj! I'1ewg of Nov.em6.. tt, '1909,thebui1dingwastobeconstructed9ffireproffi;;";;';ffi;casings
for all the structural members and floors.' Fireproof wi're-giasi windows were to beused in the offices. Completelywired for e'!ectril t'igr''i una'po*"r, telephone and tele-graph service, and equipped wi'th direct and indirect-method lteam heat,'Hunt'i buildjngwas ten stories high with a l3-foot basement. The exterio. oi-irr. Neo-Gothic-siylewas constructed of indented white vitrified terra cotta of mirbieized rriii..,-whichHunt claimed was easily washed free of dust and smoke and thus kept fresh and cleanlooking' The structurL was reported in The News of November-if, r9o9; as valued at$195,000. Occupancy was projected tor npiTfD-to. 'JVrs q) vorueL

Because the Indjanapoljs Terra cotta company was the only terra cotta manufacturer inthe city, and because Indianapol'is News reahrs were assured that all contracts for con-structionofrrrl{9ws@given-toc.ityfi"'J,ii.isprobab1ysafeto
dsStirr:: that theJnd"finapolis Tirra Cotta cornpinv received the coni.;^act for the terracotta on the building. The company, part of'thi much l.ig..-t'lo.thwest Terra cottaCompany, 'located tn Ninneapo'lis', pioduced terra cotta trofr tfre-lgg0,s until early in
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the .l940's. 
The materia'l was extremely popular with archjtects and building owners in

the city; its adaptibility to rich ornamentation and reasonable cost appealeC to both.
The material only fel'l from popularity when architectura'l tastes moved lo the more
limp'le buildjng lines of mid-century. In the first quarter of the 20th century, many
downtown buildjngs were constructed of terra cotta, and many of them surv'ive. In the
two blocks of l,Jash jngton Street surrounding The Indianapo'lis News Building, there aresix terra cotta structures, includ'ing the Indjana Theatre.
The Indianapolis News.Building is thought to be the earliest surviving example of aterra cotta, Neo-Gothic style structure in the busjness district. A very popular stylein the city for terra cotta buildjngs of the .|920's, the Neo-Gothic styli: iouna here-js
more simple and restrained than 'its successors.

Qommulnigations/l'lewspapers. The Indianapol'is News dated from December 7, .l869, 
and its

roundation as the city's first evening paper by John Holliday (.|846-lg?l), then a
young reporter for the Indianapolis Sentinel. The News has been significant in the
commercial development of Indianapol-iTTndTor Tts-Tong hjstorical iole as one of thecity's leading newspapers. Holliday's fledg'ling enterprise was based on thnee'inno-
vative concepts. The first was a total'ly independent editorial pof icy approach,
addressing the issues of the day directly and with a definite stana wlttrout political
alignment. The second concept was low cost--two cents an'issue--which made The News
the first two-cent newspaper west of Pirtsburgh. And thirdly, Ho]liday insisTeilon the
fastest publication of current news possib"le. Posted on the street leve'l offjce windows,
an "Extra" lut pub'lished the evening of December 6 before the first edition of December i,
when General Grant del'ivered an address to Congress a day earfier than scheduled.
The News grew steadily. In 1880, The News moved from East Market Street to 30-32 l,Jest
Washing-on, bujlt in 1848 by Hervey-Bates and once known as Temperance Hall. In .1892

the circulation was 25,000, when Holljday sold the paper to l,ljlliam Henry Smith, ten
year_manager of the Associated Press in Chicago, his son,Delavan, and his brother-in-1aw,
Charles N. |lJill'iams, a former editorjal writer for the At]antic Monthly. Smith madeWilliamseditorofTheNews.WhenSmjthdiedin]896,m,'tookcontrolof
the paper from h'is EachETor home in Lake Forest, Ill jnois. Under De]avin Smith, The
News cont'inued to grow. Hi'lton U. Brown was General Manager. Fol lowing Hoi'lidayrs
original po]icy of-facjng the issues head-on, The News aciively and lorlty questioned
the construction of the Panama Canal, which so-inF[FJated Presjdent Theodore Roosevelt
that jn .|909 

Smith and The News were sued for llbel. The paper successfully fought
back and the suit was dTopped;-but the historjc decision became an importani preiedent'in later United States l'ibe'l suits
Delavan was a cousin of Charles Warren Fairbanks, a former V'ice-President under Theodore
Roosevelt and Senator from Indiana. in l9lB, when Fajrbanks died, it was revealed
publically that the Fairbanks estate owned a substantial 'interest in the ownership of
the newspaper. Upon Delavan Sm'ith's death in 1922, the Fajrbanks ch'ildren bought
comp'lete control and h'ired hlarren C. Fa'irbanks as publ isher. During the Fairbinks
era' the city editor, Walter McCarty, won the .l932 Puljtzer Prize for his l8-month
campaign to el jminate wasteful government spending at a'11 levels in Ind'iana.
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In.l948 Eugene C. Pulliam purchased the controlling interest in The News from theFajrbanks family, and jmmediately pegan consolidation with the cftffi.ning iup.r,
IXe, ]ndlanaPolis S!ar. As new publiiher, Pulliam moved The News out of 30 West
washington Street in September, 1949, thus ending some OFVears of The Indianapolis Newsatthjssite.In.August,.|949,GoodmanJewelers-purchasea-rneruewsffi
modeling was carried out on the entrance facade Uy foster EnglnEefTng, Rrchiiects,Engineers, and Bui'lders. Goodman Jewelers has ociupied the Suilding-iontinrorijVsince '1949.
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or Bibli hical References

See cont'inuation sheet

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominaled property _!!>r
ouadrangte n"rne -lndi an3pO'l iS lGst
UT M References

Less than one acre

Quadrangle scate 1 ;24000
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Yerbal boundary description and justification

The West Half of Lot 7 in Square 55 of the Donation Lands of
Pa rce'l Number 'l -0] - l 045923 .

the City of Indianapo'l 'ts.

Lirt all states and eounlies for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A county

state code county code

1f. Form Prepared By
name/title Samuel A. Roberson & Associates for

organization Goodman Jewelers, Inc. November '18, 'l 983

street&number 461.| N. Pennsylvania St. terephone 317 /253-1979

city or town Indianapol i s state Indi ana 16205

12. State Historic Preservation Offieer Gertificat*on
The evaluated significance ol this property within the stale is:

X local--..- 
national _ state

Slale Historic Preservation Officer signature

tttte Indi ana State Hi stori c Preservati on

For ilPS uee only
I hcreby certify that this property lr lncluded In the Nauonal Regtater

date 1-27-84

det6

lGoper d th€ l,latb,;.*l Rogbter

Attost: drtG
Chh{ d Ragistratlon
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Indianapol is News Buildinq
30 West' t{ashington Street"
Indianapol is, Indiana 46204
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Baker, Paul R. Richard Morris Hunt. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, .|980.

Cottman, George S. Indiana Biographjcal Scrapbook.9 Volumes. Indianapolis,.|880-.l935.

"Delavan Smith." l^Jtto Was !.lho in America: 1897-1942. Volume l. Chicago: A.N.Marquis
Conpany, I 943

Hyman, Max, editor. Hyman's Handbook of Indianapolis. Indianapolis: M.R.Hyman
Company, I 909.

Indianapolis Building Permits: .|895-.l909. Microfilm. City-County Building: Indianapolis,
I 983.

Indianapol js News. November ll, .l909.

"The News 0utgrew Seven Homs," Indianapolis News. December 6, .l969.

Polk's Indjanapolis City Djrectory: .l895-.l909.

l,lithey, Henry F., and Rathburn, Elsis. Bjographical Dictjonary of American Archjtects.
Los Angel es: Hennessey & Ingal 1 s, Inc. , I 970.

"Nrecker Mak'ing l.lay for New Home of News." Indianapolis News. July 6, .|909.

"Youthful Enterprise Helped Build News. " Indianapol is News. December 6, .|969.
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